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To the PUBLISHER. 


: HE publick ſhould receive the fulleft 
degree of information on the diſpute between 
Great Britain and her Colonies. I am not 
an indifferent, though I profeſs to be an im- 
partial, obſerver of the meaſures and opinions 
now agitated : And, therefore, I ſend you 
the incloſed papers, which may afford ſea- 
ſonable inſtruction. If you will print them 
as I have placed them, they may more rea- 
dily ſhew the extent and importance of the 
queſtion, to thoſe who ſeem to conſider it 
only as a local effect from the late Acts of 
Parliament, remidable by repealing them. I 
do not obtrude any opinion of my own, or 
draw any compariſon from theſe papers, as 
the latent ſeed and quick growth of the prin- 
ciples and deſigns cultivated in them, are 
develloped in characters ſo legible, that he 
who runs may read. 


I am, Sir, 


your moſt humble ſervant, 


anda. 
Jan. 10, 1775. IMPARTIAL. 


B To 


To the KING's Moſt Excellent MAJESTY, 


The Petition of the Freebolders and other Inha- 
bitants of the Maſſachuſett's Bay, Rhode 
Iſland, &c. &c. &c. ; 


Mosr HumBLY SHEWETH, 


I HAT the inhabitants of theſe colonies, unanj- 
mouſly devoted with the warmeſt ſentiments of duty and 
affection to your Majeſty's ſacred perſon and government, 
inviolably attached to the preſent happy eſtabliſhment of 
the proteſtant ſucceſſion in your latens houſe, and 
deeply ſenſible of your royal attention to their proſperity 
and happineſs, humbly beg leave ta approach the throne 
by repreſenting to your Majeſty, That theſe colonies were 
originally planted by ſubjects of the Britiſh crown ; who, 
animated with the ſpirit of liberty, encouraged by your 
Majeſty's royal predeceſſors, and confiding in the publick 
faith, for the enjoyment of all the rights and liberties eſ- 
ſential to freedom, emigrated from their native country to 
this continent, and by their ſucceſsful perſeverance in 'the 
midſt of innumerable dangers and difficulties, together 
with a profuſion of their blood and treaſure, have happily 
added theſe vaſt and valuable dominions to the empire of 
Great Britin. | wy 


That for the enjoyment of theſe rights and liberties, 
ſeveral governments were early formed in the ſaid colonies 
with full power of legiſlation, agreeable to the principles 
of the Engliſh conſtitution, Ry 
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To the KING's Moſt Excellent MA JE STY. 


The Petition of the General Congreſs; held at 
Philadelphia in November laſt. 


Mosr Gracious SOVEREIGN | 


W your Majeſty's faithful ſubjects of the colonies of 
North America, &c. in behalf of ourſelves and the inha- 
bitents of zhoſe colonies, who have deputed us to repreſent 


them in general congreſs by this our humble petition beg 


leave to lay our grievances before the throne. 


A ſtanding army has been kept in theſe colonies ever 
fince the concluſion of the late war, without the conſent of 
bur aſſemblies ; and this army, with a conſiderable naval 


armament has been employed to enforce the collection 


of taxes; 


The authority of the commander in chief, and under 
him of the brigadier general, has in time of peace been 
rendered ſupreme in all the civil governments in 
America. 


The commander in chief of all your Majeſty's forces in 
North America, has in time of peace, been appointed 
governor of a colony. The charges of uſual offices have 
been greatly encreaſed, and new expenſive and oppreſſive 
offices have been multiplied. 


92 
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4 The Petition of the Americans in 1765. 


T hat under thoſe governments theſe liberties thus 
veſted in their anceſtors, and tranſmitted to their poſterity, 
have been exerciſed and enjoyed, and by the ineſtimable 
bleſſings thereof, under the favour of Almighty God, 
the inhoſpital defarts of America have been converted 
into flouriſhing countries ; ſcience, humanity, and the 
knowledge of divine truths, diftuſed through remote 
regions of ignorance, infidelity and barbariſm; the num- 
ber of Britiſh ſubjects wonderfully. increaſed, and the 
wealth and power of Great Britain proportionably aug- 
mented, | 


That by means of theſe ſettlements, and the unpa- 

rallel'd ſucceſs of your Majeſty's arms, a foundation is now 
laid for rendering the Britiſh empire the moſt extenſive 
and powerful of any recorded in hiſtory, Our eonnec- 
tions with this empire we eſteem our greateſt happineſs 
and ſecurity, and humbly conceive it may now be ſo 
eſtabliſhed by your royal wiſdom, as to endure to the lateſt 
period of time, This, with moſt humble ſubmiſſion to 
your Majeſty, we apprehend will be moſt effectually ac- 
complithed, by fixing the pillars thereof on liberty and 
juſtice, and ſecuring the inherent rights and liberties of 
your ſubjects here upon the principles of the Engliſh con- 
ſtitution. To this conſtitution theſe two principles are 
eſſential, the right of your faithful ſubjects freely to grant 
to your Majeſty ſuch aids as are required for the ſupport 
of your government over them, and other public exigen- 
cies, and trials by their peers ; by the one they are ſecured 
from unreaſonable impaſitions, and by the po Su from ar- 
bitrary deciſſions of the executive power. The continua- 
tion of theſe liberties to the inhabitants of America, we 
ardently implore as abſolutely neceſfary, to unite the ſeveral 
parts of your wide extended dominions in that harmony ſo 
eſſential to the preſervation and happineſs of the whole. 
Protected in theſe liberties, the emoluments Great Britain 
receives from us, however great at preſent, are inconſiderable 
compared with thoſe ſhe has the faireſt proſpect of acquir- 
ing. By this protection ſhe will for ever ſecure to Lerſelf the 
advantage of conveying to all Europe the merchandizes 
which America furniſhes, and of ſupplying OY 
| me 
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The judges of admiralty and vice-admiralty courts are 
impowered to receive. their ſalaries and fees from the 
effects condemned by themſelves ; the officers of the 
cuſtoms are impowered to break open and enter houſes, 
without the authority of any civil magiſtrate, founded on 
legal information. 


"The judgers of courts of common law have been made 
entirely dependant on our part of the legiſlature for their 
ſalaries, as well as for the duration of their commiſſions. 
Councellors holding their commiſſions during pleaſure, 
exerciſe legiſlative authority. | 


Humble and reaſonable petitions from the repreſentatives 
of the people have been fruitleſs. 


The agents of the people have been diſcountenanced, 
and governors have been inſtructed to prevent the payment 
of their ſalaries: Aſſemblies have been repeatedly and 
injuriouſly diſſolved : Commerce has been burthened with 
many uſeleſs and oppreſſive reſtrictions. 


By ſeveral acts of parltament made in the fourth, fifth, 
ſixth, ſeventh, and eighth years of your prefent Majeſty's 
reign, duties are impoſed on us for the purpoſe of railing 
a revenue, and the powers of admiralty, and vice- 
admiralty courts are. extended beyond their ancient 
limits; whereby our property is taken from us without 
our conſent, the tryal by jury in many civil caſes is 
aboliſhed, enormous forfeitures are incurred for ſlight 
offences, vexatious informers are exempted from paying 
damages, to which they are juſtly liable, and oppreſſive 
ſecurity is required from owners before they are allowed to 
defend their right. 


Both houſes of parliament have reiolved that coloniſt 
may be tried in England for offences alledged to have been 
committed in America by virtue of ſtatute, paſſed in the 
thirty- fifth year of Henry the eighth, and in conſequence 
thereof, attempts have been — to enforce that ſtatute. 
A ſtatute was paſſed in the. twelfth year of your Majeſty's 
reign, directing that perſons committing any offence 

therein 
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ſame channel whatever is wanted from thence: Here 
opens a boundleſs ſource of wealth, and naval ſtrength; 
yet theſe immenſe advantages, by the abridgement of thoſe 
invaluable rights and liberties, b which our growth has 
been nouriſhed, are in danger of being for ever loſt, and 
our ſubordinate legiſlators, in effect, rendered uſeleſs by 
the late Acts of 2 impoſing duties and taxes 
on theſe colonies, and extending the juriſdiction of the 
courts of admiralty here, beyond its ancient limits; 
ſtatutes by which your Majeſty's commons in Britain un- 
dertake abſolutely to diſpoſe of the property of their fel- 
low ſubjects in America, without their conſent ; for the 
enforcing whereof they are ſubjected to the determination 
of a ſingle judge; in a court unreſtrained by the wiſe 
rules of the common law, the birthright of Engliſhmen; 
and the ſafeguard of their perſons and properties. 


The invaluable right of taxing ourſelves, and trial by 
our peers, of which we implore your Majeſty's protec- 
tion, are not, we moſt humbly conceive, unconſtitutional, 
but confirmed by the great charter of Engliſh liberty. 
On the firſt of theſe rights the honourable the Houſe of 
Commons found their practice of originating money- 
bills; a right enjoyed by the kingdom of Ireland, by the 
clergy of England, until relinquiſhed by themſelves ; 
a right, in fine, which all other your Majeſty's Engliſh 
ſubjects both within and without the realm have hitherto 
enjoyed, | 


With hearts, therefore, impreſſed with the moſt in- 
delible characters of gratitude to your Majeſty, and to 
the memory of the Kings of your moſt illuſtrious houſe; 
whoſe reigns have been fignally diſtinguiſhed by their 
auſpicious influence on the proſperity of the Britiſh do- 
minions, and convinced by the molt affecting proofs of 
your Majeſty's paternal love to all your people, however 
diſtant, and your unceaſing and beneyolent deſires to 
promote their hapineſs : We moſt humbly beſeech your 
Majeſty, that you will be 1 pleaſed to take into 
your royal conſideration, the diſtreſſes of your faithful 


ſubjects on this continent, and to lay the ſame before your 
h Majeſty's 
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therein deſcribed, in any place out of the realm, may be 


indicted and tryed for the fame in any ſhire or county 
within the realm ; whereby the inhabitants of theſe colo- 
nies may in ſundry caſes, by that ſtatute made capital, be 
depriyed of a — by their peers of the vicinage. 


In the laſt ſeſſions of Parliament an act was paſſed for 
blocking up the harbour of Boſton, another, empowering 
the governor of Maſſachuſett's Bay to ſend perſons indicted 
for murder in that province, to another colony, or even to 
Great Britain for tryal ; whereby ſuch — may 
eſcape legal puniſnment.— A third for altering the char- 
tered conſtitution of government in that province; and 2 
fourth for extending the limits of Quebec, aboliſhing the 
Engliſh and reſtoring the French laws, whereby great 
number of Britiſh freemen are ſubjected to the latter, and 
eſtabliſhing an abſolute government of the Roman 
Catholic religion throughout thoſe vaſt regions that 
border on the weſterly and northerly boundaries of the 
free Proteſtant Engliſh ſettlements ; and a fifth, for the 
better providing ſuitable quarters for officers and ſoldiers 
in his Majeſty's ſervice in North America. | 


To a ſovereign “who glories in the name of Briton,” 
the bare recital of theſe Acts muſt, we preſume, juſtify 
the loyal ſubjects who fly to the foot of his throne and 
implore his clemency for protection againſt them. 


From this deſtryQtiye ſyſtem of colony-adminiſtration, 
adopted ſince the concluſion of the laſt war, have flowed, 
theſe diſtreſſes, e fears, and jealouſies, that over- 
whelm your Majeſty's dutiful colonies with afflictions; 
and we defy our moſt ſubtile and inveterate enemies to 
have the unhappy differences between Great Britain and 
theſe colonies from an earlier period, or from other cauſes 
than we have aſſigned. Had they proceeded, on our part, 
from a reſtleſs levity of temper, unjuſt impulſes of ambition, or 
artful ſuggeſtions of ſeditious perſons, we ſhould merit the 
approbious terms frequently beſtowed upon us by thoſe 
we revere, * | But 
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Majefty's Parliament ; and to afford them ſuch _ as itt 
your royal wiſdom their unhappy eircum/tances ſhall be judged 


to require. 
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will pray. 
New York, Nov. 1765. 


choc tec oke Foce Soccer che ccf foo choco 


To the Right Honourable the Lok ps Spiritual 
and Temporal, of Great Britain, in Par liament 
aſſembled. | 


The Memorial of the Freeholders and other In- 
| habitants of the Maſſachuſett's Bay, &c. 


MosT HumBLyY SREWS. 


* 


* 


1 HAT his Majeſty's liege ſubjects in his American 
colonies, though they acknowledge 4 due ſubordination to 
that auguſt body the Britiſh Parliament, are intitled, in the 
opinion of your memorialiſts, to all the inherent rights 
and liberties. of the natives of Great Britain, and have, 
ever ſince the ſettlement of the ſaid colonies, exerciſed 
thoſe rights and liberties, as far as their local circumſtances 

 evould permit. w_ | | 


That your memorialiſts humbly conceive one of the 
moſt eſſential rights of theſe coloniſts, which they have 
ever, *till lately, uninterruptedly enjoyed,” to be trial 
by jury. 


That your memorialiſts alſo humbly conceive, another 


of theſe eſſential rights to be the exemption from all _ 
ut 
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But ſo far from promoting innovations, we have only 
oppoſed them; and can be charged with no offence, un- 
leis it be one to receive injuries and be ſenſible of them. 


Had our creator been pleaſed to give us exiſtence in a 
land of ſlavery, the ſenſe of our condition might have 
been mitigated by ignorance and habit; but thanks to his 
adorable ay a" we were born the heirs of fre. dom, and 
ever enjoyed our right under the auſpices of your royal 
anceſtors, whoſe family was ſeated on the Britiſh throne, 
to reſcue and ſecure a pious and gallant nation from the 
popery and deſpotiſm of a fagertlitions and inexorable 
tyrant, | 


Your Majeſty, we are confident, juſtly rejoices, that your 
title to the crown, is thus founded on the title of your 
- people to liberty ; and therefore we doubt not, but your 
royal wiſdom muſt approve the ſt᷑nſibility that teaches your 
ſubjects anxiouſly to guard the bleſſings they received from 
divine providence, and thereby to prove the performance of 
that compact, which elevated the illuſtrious houſe of 
Brunſwick to the imperial dignity it now poſſeſſes. 

The apprehenſion of being degraded into 2 ſtate of 
ſervitude, from the pre-eminent cauſe of Engliſh freemen, 
while our minds retain the ſtrongeſt love of hberty, and 
clearly foreſee the miſeries preparing for us and our 
poſterity, excites emotions in our breaſts, which though 
we cannot deſcribe, we ſhould not wiſh to conceal. 
Feeling as men, and thinking as ſubje&s in the manner 
we do, filence would be diſloyalty. By giving this faith- 
ful information we do all in our power to promote the great 
objects of your royal cares, the tranquility of your 
government and the welfare of your people. 


Duty to your Majeſty and regard for the preſervation of 
ourſelves and our poſterity, the primary obligations of 
nafure and of ſociety, command us to intreat your royal 
attention; and as your Majeſtyenjoys the ſignal diſtinction 
of reigning over freemen, we apprehend the language of 
treemen cannot be diſpleaſing. 

C Your 
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but ſuch as are impoſed on the people by the ſeveral legiſ- 
*Jatures in theſe colonies, which right they have, till of 
late, freely enjoyed. But your memorialiſts beg leave 
humbly to repreſent to your lordſhips, That the Act for 
granting ſtamp duties in the Britiſh colonies in America, 
Ko. hills his Majeſty's American ſubjects with the deepeſt 

concern: It tends to deprive them of the two fundamen- 
tal and invaluable rights and liberties above-mentioned ; 
and that ſeveral other late Acts of Parliament, which ex- 
tend the juriſdiction and powers of the courts of admi- 
ralty, in the plantations, beyond their limits in Great 
Britain, thereby make an unneceſſary and unhappy diſ- 
tinction, as to the modes of trial, between us and our 
fellow-ſubjects there, by whom we neyer have been ex- 
celled in duty and loyalty to our ſovereign. 


That from the natural connection between Great Britain 
and America, the perpetual continuance of which your 
memorialiſts moſt ardently deſire; they conceive that no- 
thing can conduce more to the . of both, than the 
eoloniſts free enjoyment of their rights and liberties, 
and an affectionate intercourſe between Great Britain 
and them, 


But your memorialiſts (not waving their claim to theſe 
rights, of which, with the met becoming veneration 
and defference to the wiſdom and juſtice of yur Lordſbips, 
they apprehend they cannot reſonably be deprived) hum- 
bly repreſent, that from the fxg circumſtances 4 

' theſe colonies, the duties impoſed by the aforeſaid Act, 
and ſeveral other late Acts of Parliament, are extremely 
grevious and burthenſome, and the payment of the ſaid duties 
will, very ſoon, for want 3 3 ſpect, become abſolutely im- 
practicable, and that the reſtrictions on trade by the ſaid 
acts will not only greatly diſtreſs the colonies, but muſt 
be extremely determental to the trade and true intergſt of Great 
Britain, | 


Your memorialiſts, therefore, impreſſed with a juſt 
ſenſe of the unfortunate circumſtances of the colonies, 
and the impending deſtructive conſequences which muſt 

. neceſſarily enſue from the execution of theſe Acts, and 
animated 
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Your royal indignation, we hope, will rather fall on 
thoſe deſigning and dangerous men, who daringly inter- 
poſe themſclyes between your royal perſon and your 
faithful ſubjects, and for ſeveral years paſt inceſſantly 
imployed to diſſolve the bands of fociety by abuſing your 
Majeſty's authority, miſrepreſenting your American 
ſubjects, and proſecuting the moſt 7% om and irritating 
projects of oppoſition, have at length compelled us, by the 
force of accumulated injuries, too ſevere to be any longer 
tollerable, to diſturb your Majeſty's repole by our 
complaints.“ f | 


Theſe ſentiments ate extorted from hearts that much more 
. willingly would bleed in your Majeſty's ſervice; yet ſo 

reatly have we been — that a neceſſity has 
been alledged of taking our property from us without our 
conſent, „to defray the charge of the adminiſtration of 
Juſtice, the ſupport of civil government, and the defence, 
protection, and ſecurity of the colonies,” But we beg 
leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that ſuch proviſion has been, 
and will be made for defray ing the two firſt articles, as has 
been and ſhall be judged by the legiſlatures of the ſeveral colomes, 
Juſt and ſuitable to their reſpective circumſtances, and for 
the defence, protection, and ſecurity of the colonies, their 
militias, if properly regulated, as they earneſtly deſire may im- 
mediately be done, would be fully ſufficient, at leaſt in times 
of peace; and in caſe of war your faithful coloniſts will 
be ready and willing, as they ever have been, when conſti- 
tutionally required to demonſtrate their loyalty to your 
Majeſty by exerting their moſt ſtrenuous efforts in granting 
ſupplies and raiſing forces ;z yielding to no Britiſh ſubjects 
in affectionate attachment to your Majeſty's perſon, family, 
and government : We too dearly prize the privilege of 
expreſſing that attachment by thoſe proofs that are honour- 
able to the prince who receives them, and to the people 
who gives them, ever to reſign it 10 any body of men 
upon earth. 


Had we been permitted to enjoy in quiet the inheritance 
left us by our fore-fathers, we ſhould at this. time have 
been peaceably, chearfully, and ufefully employed in re- 
commending ourſelves by every teſtimoney of devotion to 

| your 
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animated with the 1 fentiments of filial affeftion for 
their mother country, molt earneſtly and humbly intreat, 
that your lordſhips will be pleaſed to hear their council in ſup- 
port of this memorial, and take the premiſſes into your moſt 
ſerious conſideration, and that your Lordſhips will alfo be 
thereupon pleaſed to purſue ſuch meaſures for reſtoring the 
juſt rights and liberties of the colonies, and preſerving 
them for ever inviolable, for redrefling their preſent, and 
preventing future grievances, thereby promoting the 
united intereſts of Great Britain and America, as to your 
Lordſhips, in your great wiſdom, ſhall ſeem moſt con- 
ducive and effectual to that important end. 


And your memorialiſts will pray, &c. 
New York, Nev. 1765. 


/ | ; 29 


To the Honeurable the KxIichrs, CrTiIzENs and 


BuxGEesses of Great Britain, in Parliament 
aſſembled. | | 


The Petition of his Majeſty's dutiful and loval 
Subjects the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of 
the Maſſachuſett's Bay, &c. &c. &c. 


Mosr HumsLy SREWERTR, 


| HAT the ſeveral late Acts of Parliament impoſing 
divers duties and taxes on the colonies, and Jaying the 
trade and commerce thereof under very burthenſome re- 
ſtrictions; but above all, the Act for granting and ap- 
plying certain ſtamp duties, &c. in America, — filled 
them with the deepeft concern and ſur prize, and they hum- 
bly conceive the execution of them, will be attended with 
22 ; conſequences. 
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your Majeſty, and of veneration te the flate, from which we 
derive our origin. But though now expoſed to unex- 
pected and unnatural ſcenes of diſtreſs, by a contention 
with that nation, in whoſe parental guidance, om all im- 
portant affairs, we have liſtened to with filial reverence 
conſtantly truſted, and therefore can derive no inſtructian 
in our preſent unhappy and perplexing circumſtances from 
any former experience; yet we doubt not the purity of 
our intention and the integrity of our conduct wall juſtif 
us at that grand tribunal, before which all mankind mi 
ſubmit to udgement, | 


We aſk but for peace, liberty, and ſafety ; we wiſh not 
a demunition of the prerogative, nor do we ſolicit the 
grant of any new right in our favour; your royal — 
over us and our connection with Great Britain we ſhall 


always carefully and zelouſly endeavour to fupport and 
maintain. 


Filled with ſentiments of duty to your Majeſty, and of 


affiction to our arent flate, and deeply impreſſed by our 
education, and ſtrongly confirmed by our reaſon, and 


anxious to evince the fincerity of thee diſpoſitions We 
preſent this petition only to obtain redreſs of grievances 
and relief from fears and jealouſies, occaſioned by the 

ſyſtem of ſtatutes and regulations, adopted ſince the cloſe 
of the late war, for raifing a revenue in America ; extend- 
ing the powers of courts of admiralty, trying perſons in 
Great Britain for offences alledged to be committed in 
America, affecting the province of Maſſachuſett's Bay, 
and altering the government and extendmg the limits of 


Quebec—By the abolition of which ſyſtem the harmony 


between Great Britain and theſe colonies, ſo neceſſary to 
the happineſs of both, and fo ardently defired by the 
latter, with the uſual intercourſes, will be reſtored. 

In the magnanimity and juſtice of your Majeſty, 
and in the — — — for e of our . 

rievances ; truſting chat when the cauſes of our apprehen- 
| 72 are removed, our future conduct will prove us not 
- unworthy of the regatd we: have been aceuſtemed in our 

happier days to enjoy, For appealing to unt Belng, _ 
— | ſearches 


— - 
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conſequences very injurious to the commercial intereſt of Great 
Britain and her colonies, and muſt terminate in the eventual 
ruin of the latter. Your petitioners, therefore, moſt ar- 
dently implore the attention of the Honourable Houſe, to 
the united and dutiful repreſentation of their circumſtances, 
and to their earneſt ſupplications for relief from thoſe regu- 
lations, that have already involved this continent in anxi- . 


ety, confuſion, and diſtreſs, 


We moſt ſincerely recognize out allegiance ta. the 
crown, and acknowledge all due ſubordination to the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, and ſhall always retain the moſt grate- 

ful ſenſe of their aſſiſtance and protection; it is from and 
under the Engliſh conſtitution, we derive all our civil 
and religious rights and liberties ; we glory in being the 
ſubjects of the beſt of kings, and having been born un- . 
der the maſt perfect form of government But it is with moſt 
ineffable and humiliating ſorrow, that we find ourſelves, 
of late, deprived of the rights of granting our own pro- 
perty, for his Majeſty's ſervice, to which our lives and for- 
tunes are intirely devoted, and to which, on his royal requi- 
ſitions, we have ever been ready to contribute to the 
utmoſt of our ability. 


We have alſo the misfortune to find, that all the penal- 
ties and forfeitures mentioned in the Stamp Act, and 
divers late Acts of trade, extending to the plantations, 
are, at the election of the informer, recoverable in any 
court of admiralty in America. This, as the newly 
erected court of admiralty has a general juriſdiction over 
all Britiſh America, renders his Majeſty's ſubjects in theſe 
colonies liable to be carried at an immenſe expence, from 
one end of the continent to the other: It alſo gives us 
great pain to fee a manifeſt diſtinction made therein, 
between the ſubjects of our mother country, and the 
_ colonies, in that the like penalties and forfeitures, recover- 
able there, only in his Majeſty's courts of record, are 
made cognizable here by a court of admiralty. By this 
means we ſeem to be, in effect, unhappily ; whe of 
two privileges eſſential to freedom, and which all Eng- 
liſhmen have ever conſidered as their beſt — 
that of being free from all taxes, but ſuch as they have 

> SET conſented 
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ſearches thoroughly the hearts of his creatures, we 
ſolemnly profeſs that our councils have been influenced by no 
gther matives than a dread of impending deſtruction. 


Permit us then, 
MosT Gracious SOVEREIGN | 


In the name of all your faithful people in America, with 
the utmoſt humility to implore 2 for the honour of 
Almighty God, whoſe pure religion our enemies are 
undermining; for your glory, which can be advanced 
only by rendering your people happy and keeping them 
united; for the intereſts of your family, dependant on an 


adherence to the principle that authorized it; for the 


ſafety and welfare of your kingdoms and dominions, 
threatned with almoſt unavoidable dangers and diſtreſſes; 
that your * as the loving father of your whole people, 
connected by the ſame bands of law, loyalty, faith, 
and blood, though dwelling in various countries, will 
not ſuffer the — relation form'd by theſe ties, to 
be further violated in uncertain expectation of effects, 
which, if attained, never can compenſate for the cala- 
mities through which they muſt be gained. 


We therefore moſt earneſtly beſeech your Majefty, that 
your royal authority and interpoſition may be uſed for our 


relief, and that a gracious anſwer may be given to 
this petition, : 


That your Majeſty may enjoy every felicity through a 
long and glorious reign over loyal and happy ſubjects, and 
that your deſcendants may inherit your proſperity and 
dominions till time ſhall' be no more, is, and always 
will be our fincere and fervent prayer, - 


Philadelphia, Nov. 1774. 


To 


r * 


at MG — we 
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conſented to in perſon, or by their repreſentatives, and 
of trial by their peers. | 


Your petitioners further ſhew, that the remote ſituation, 
and other circumſtances of the colonies, render it im- 
practicable that they ſhould be repreſented but in their 
reſpective 1 legiſlatures, and we humbly concaive 
that the Parliament, adhering ſtrictly to the principles of 
the conſtitution, have never hitherto taxed any but thoſe 
who were actually therein repreſented; for this reaſon, 
we humbly apprehend, they have never taxed Ireland, or 
any other of the ſubjects without the realm; but were it 
ever jo clear, that the colonies might in law be reaſonably 
deemed to be reprefented in the Honourable Houſe of Commons ; 

et we Conceive that very good reaſons from inconveniency, 
— the principles of true policy, and from the pirit of 
the Britiſb conſtitution, may be adduced to ſhew that it 
would be for the real inteneſt of Great Britain, as well 
as her colonies, that the late regulations ſhould be 
reſcinded, and the ſeveral Acts of Parliament impoſin 
duties and taxes on the colonies, and extending the juril⸗ 
diction of the courts of admiralty here, beyond their 
ancient limits, ſhould be repealed. | 

We ſhall not attempt a minute detail of all the reaſons 
which the wiſdom of the Honourable Houſe may ſuggeſt 
on this occaſion, but would hambly ſubmit the following 
particulars to their conſideration. 5 


That money is already become very ſcarce in theſe 
colonies, and is ſtill decteafing by the neceſſary exporta- 
tion of ſpecie from the continent, for the diſcharge of 
our debts % Britiſh merchants; that an immenſely heavy 
debt is yet due from the colonies for Britiſh manufattures, 
and that they are ſtill heavily burthened with taxes to dil- 
charge the arrearages, due for aids granted by them in the 
late war ; that the ballance of trade will ever be much againſt 
the colonies, and in favour of Great Brituin, whilft we con- 
ſume her manufactures, the demand for which nue ever 
increaſe in proportion to the number of inhabitants ſettled 
here, with the means of purchafing them : We, therefore, 
humbly conceive it to be for the intereft of Great Britain 

7 to 
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To Paul Wentworth Eſq. Dr. Benjamin Franklin; 
William Bollen, Eſq. Dr. Arthur Lee; Thomas 
Life Eſq. Edmund Burk, Eſq. and Charles 
Garth, K. | | 


GENTLEMEN, 


Y Y E give you the ſtrongeſt proof of our reliance on 
your zeal and attachment to the happineſs of America, and 
the cauſe of liberty, when we commit the incloſed paper 
to your care. We deſire you will deliver the petition 
into the hands of his Majeſty, and after it has been preſented, 
we wiſh it may be made public through the preſs, together 
with the liſt of grievances: And as we hope for great 
aſſiſtance from the ſpirit, virtue, and juſtice of the nation, 
it is our earneſt deſire that the moſt effeftual care be taken, 
as early as poſſible, 10 furniſh the trading cities and manufac- 
turing towns, throughout the united kingdom, with our memo- 
rial to the people of Great Britain, We doubt not but 
your good ſenſe and diſcernment will lead you to avail 
yourſelves of every aſſiſtance that may be derived from the 
advice and friend{hip of all great and good men, who may 
ancline to aid the cauſe of liberty and mankind. The gratitude 
of America expreſſed in the incloſed vote of thanks, we 
deſire may be conveyed to the deſerving objects of it, in a 
manner that you think will be moſt acceptable to them, 
It is propoſed that another congreſs be held on the tenth of 
May next, at this place, but in the mean time we beg 
the favour of you, gentlemen, to tranſmit to the ſpeakers of 
the ſeveral aſſemblies the earlieſt information of the moſt authen- 
tick accounts you can collect of all ſuch conduct and deſigns of 
Miniſtry and Parliament, as it may concern America to 


know. 
We are, &c. 
By order and in behalf of the Congreſs, 
| Henry MipDLETON, Preſident. 


— 


I am informed that only the three laſt named gentlemen 
| are colony agents. 
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to increaſe, rather than diminiſh thoſe means, as the 
profits of all the trade of the colonies ultimately center 
there, to pay for her manufattures, as we are not allowed 
to purchaſe elſewhere, and by the conſumption of which, 
all the advanced prices the Britiſh taxes oblige the makers 
and venders to ſet on them, we eventually contribute very 
largely to the revenue of the crown. 


That from the nature of American buſineſs, the mul- 
tiplicity of ſuits and papers, and in matters of ſmaſ]] 
value, in a country where frecholds are ſo minutely divided, 
and property fo frequently transferred, a lamp duty muff 
ever be very burthenſcnte and unequal, That it is extremely 
improbable that the Hon. Houſe of Commons ſhould at 
all. times be thoroughly acquainted with our condition, 
and all facts requiſite to a juſt and equal taxation of the 
Colonies, 5 ; 


It is alſo humbly ſubmitted whether there be not a ma- 
terial diſtinction, in reaſon and ſound policy at leaſt, between 
the neceſſary exerciſe of parliamentary juriſdiction in gene- 
ral acts for the amendment of the common law, and the 
regulations of trade and commerce through the whole em- 
pire, and the exerciſe of that juriſdiction, by impoſing 
taxes on the Colonies. nn, | | 


That the ſeveral ſubordinate provincial legiſlatures have 
been moulded into forms as near reſembling that of the 
mother country, as by his Majeſty's royal predeceſſors was 
thought convenient; and theſe legiſlatures ſeem to have 
been wiſely and graciouſty eſtabliſhed, that the ſubjects in 
the Colonies might under the due admini/tration thereof en- 
Joy the happy fruit of the Britiſh government, which in 
their preſent circumſtances they capnot be fo fully and 
clearly availed of any other way. 


Under theſe forms of government, we, and our an- 
ceſtors, have been born or ſettled, and have had our lives, 
liberties, and properties protected. The people here, as 
every where elſe, retain a great fondneſs for their old 
cuſtoms and uſages ; and we truſt that his Majeſty's ſer- 

| | Nee, 
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The following adilreſs ta the people of Great Britain has 
already apprared in all the news-papers, yet it may not be 
improper to confront it here to the proceedings of the de- 
legates in 1704. | 


To the People of Great Britain, from the Delegates, 
appointed by the ſeveral Engliſh Colonies of New-Hamp- 
ſhire, &c. &c. Sc. to conſider of their Grievances in 


General Congreſs, at Philadelphia, Sept. 5; 1775. 


W HEN a tation, led to greatneſs by the hand of 
Liberty, and poſſeſſed of all the glory that heroiſm, mu- 
nificence, and humanity can beſtow, deſcends to the un- 
grateful talk of forging chains for her Friends and Chil- 
dren, and inſtead of giving ſupport to Freedom, turns 
advocate fot Slavery and Oppreſſion, there is reaſon to 
ſuſpect ſhe has either ceaſed to be virtuous, or been ex- 
tremely negligent in the appointment of her rulers. 


In almoſt every age, in repeated conflicts, in long and 
bloody wars, as well civil as foreign, againſt many and 
powerful nations, againſt the open aſſaults of enemies, 
and the more dangerous treachery of friends, have the in- 
habitants of your iſland, your great and glorious anceſtors, 
maintained their independance, and tranſmitted the rights 
of men, and the bleſſings of liberty, to you their poſterity. 


_ Be not ſurprifed therefore, that we, who are deſcended 
from the ſame common anceſtors ; that we, whoſe fore- 
fathers participated in all the rights, the liberties and the 
conſtitution, you fo juſtly boaſt, and who have carefully 
conveyed the fame fair inheritance to us, guarantied by the 
plighted faith of government, and the molt ſolemn com- 
pacts with Britiſh Sovereigns, ſhould refuſe to ſurrender 
them to men, who found their claims on no principles of 
reaſon, and who proſecute them with a deſign, that by 
having our lives and property in their power, they may 
with the greater facility enſlave you. 


The cauſe of America is now the object of univerſal at- 
tention : It has at length become very ſerious. This un- 


D 2 happy 
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vice, and the intereſt of the nation, ſo far from being ob- 
firufted, have been valtly. promoted by the provincial le- 
giſlatures. | 


That we eſteem our connections with, and dependance on 
Great Britain, as one of our greateſt bleſſings, and appre- 
hend the latter will appear to be ſufficzently ſecure, when it is 
conſidered that the inhabitants in the Colonies have tbe moſt 
unbounded affection for his Majeſty's perſon, family, and 
government, as well as for the mother country, and that 
their ſubordination to the parliament 1s univerſally acknowledged, 


We therefore moſt humbly zntreat, that the Hon, Houſe 
would be pleaſed to hear our Council in ſupport of this pe- 
tition, and take our diſtreſſed and deplorable _— into their 
conſideration, and that the acts and clauſcs of acts ſo 
grievouſly re/training our trade and commerce, impoſing du- 
ties and taxes on our property, and extending the jurifdic- 
tion of the court of Admiralty beyond its ancient limits, 
may be repealed ; or that the Hon. Houſe would otherwiſe re- 
lieve your petitioners, as in your great wiſdom and goodnefs ſhall 


— 


frem meet. | 


And your petitioners, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 
New York, Nov. 1765. 


»% 


FDF 


The ſeveral leg iſſatures in the Colonies were my diffident 
of the authority of the general congreſs aſſembled at Ne- 
York in 1765, though appointed by them; and the follow- 
ing proceedings, the tenor of which will ſerve for all the 
colonies repreſented at the congreſs, will ſhew that its powers 
were very cautiouſly limited. 


1 of In the Houſe of Repreſentatives, Nov. 1765. 


f Mz Speaker laid before the houſe the proceedings of 


the late general congreſs at New York, for the concurrence 
of this houſe if it /awt fit; which being read, and conſidered, 
| ; Reſolved, 
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happy country has not only been oppreſſed, but abuſed 
and miſreprefented ; and the duty we owe to ourſelves and 
2 to your intereſt, and the general welfare of the 

ritifh empire, leads us to addreſs you on this very im- 


portant ſubject. 


Knnv then, That we conſider ourſelves, and do in- 
fit, that we are, and ought to be, as free as our fellow- 
ſubjects in Britain, and that no power on earth has a right 
to take our property from us without our conſent. 


That we claim all the benefits ſecured to the ſubject by 
the Engliſh conſtitution, and particularly that ineſtimable 
one of trial by jury. 


That we hold it eſſential to Engliſh Liberty, thatno man 
be condemned unheard, or puniſhed for ſuppoſed offences, 
without having an opportunity of making his defence. 


That we think the Legiſlature of Great Britain is not 
authorized by the conſtitution to eſtabliſh a religion, 
fraught with ſanguinary and impious tenets; or to erect 
an arbitrary form of government in any quarter of the 
globe. Theſe rights, we, as well as you, deem ſacred. 
And yet ſacred as they are, they have with many others, 
been repeatedly and flagrantly violated. | 


Are not the Proprietors of the ſoil of Great Britain, 
Lords of their own property? can it be taken from them 
without their conſent ? will they yield it to the arbitrary 
diſpoſal of any man, or number of men whatever ?—You 
know they will not. | 


Why then are the Proprietors of the foil of America 
Jeſs Lords of their property, than you are of yours? or 
why ſhould they ſubmit it to the diſpoſal of your Farlia- 
ment, or any other Parliament, or Council in the world, 
not of their election? Can the intervention of the ſea 
that divides us, cauſe diſparity in atghts? or can any 
reaſon be given, why Engliſh ſubje&s, who live three 
thouſand miles from - the royal palace, ſhould enjoy leſs 
4. than thoſe who are three hundred miles diſtant 
rom it:? . x 


Reaſon 
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Reſolved, 


That this houſe do approve of, and join in the reſolves 
and petitions agreed to by the ſaid general congreſs, and 
do appoint A B and C to be a Committee fully impowered 
to ſign the ſame in behalf of this houſe. But if the gene- 

ral petitions are forwarded, and not ſigned by them, that 
then they cauſe the ſaid petitions to be fairly tranſcribed, 
that they ſign them in behalf of this houſe, and forward 
them to the Agent, who is hereby authoriſed, impowered, 
and earneſtly requeſted to preſent the ſaid petitions ; to 
employ council, if need be, and uſe his utmoſt endeavours 
bo obtain the favour and compaſſion of our moſt gracious 
Sovereign, and the parliament, towards his Majeſty's dif- 
trefſed, but moſt faithful and dutiful ſubjects of his Ameri- 
can colonies, | | 


The CommirTTEE's LETTER to the ACCENT. * 


Dated A. A. Nov. 1765. 
SIR, 


By order of the general afjembly of this province, we 
forward to you the incloſed petitions to the beſt of Kings, 
and both Houſes of Parliament The diſtreſſed ſituation 
of the colonies muſt ſoon be followed by their ruin, if 
the Stamp and ſome other Acts, relating to their trade, 
which are the cauſe of our calamity, are not repealed, We 
therefore deſire you will join the agents for the other colo- 
nies, for the ſame end appointed, to obtain the pity ana 
compaſſion of our moſt gracious Sovereign, and the Parlia- 
ment, towards his moſt faithful and dutiful ſubjects, ver- 
burthened with debts contrafted in the late war, and by his 
Majeſty's requiſitions, are left without money enough to pay 
the Stamp Duties one year; and as theſe acts of Parliament 
now ſtand, we are unable to find a remedy in our commerce 


«broad, or to ſuppert ourſelves. We think it will be proper, 
| an 


* Vide page 17, 
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Reaſon looks with indignation on ſuch diſtinctions, and 
freemen can never perceive their propriety, And yet, how- 
ever chimerical and unjuſt ſuch diſcriminations are, the 
Parliament aſſert, that they have a right to bind us in all 
caſes without exception, whether we conſent or not; that 
they may take and uſe our property when and in what 
manner they pleaſe; that we are penſioners on their bounty 
for all that we poſſeſs, and can hold it no longer than they 
vouchſafe to permit. Such declarations we conſider as 
hereſies in Engliſh politics, and which can no more ope- 
rate to deprive us of our property, than the interdicts of the 
Pope can diveſt Kings of ſceptres, which the laws of the 
land and the yoice of the people have placed in their hands, 


At the concluſion of the late war—a war rendered glo- 
rious by the abilities and integrity of a * Miniſter, to _ 
mV the Britiſh empire owes its ſafety and its fame: At 
the concluſion of this war, which was ſucceeded by an 
inglorious peace, formed under the auſpices of a Miniſter 
of principles, and of a family unfriendly to the proteſ- 
tant cauſe, and inimical to liberty. We fy at this period, 
and under the influence of that man, a plan for enſlaving 
your fellow-ſubjects in America was concerted, and has 
ever ſince been pertinaciouſly carrying into execution, 


Prior to this æra you were content with drawing from 
us the wealth produced by our commerce. You reſtrained 
our trade in every way that could conduce to your emolu- 
ment. You exerciſed unbounded ſovereignty over the ſea. 
You named the ports and nations to which alone our mer- 
chandize ſhould be carried, and with whom alone we 
ſhould trade; and though ſome of theſe reſtrictions were 
grievous, we nevertheleſs did not complain; we looked up 
to you as to our parent ſtate to which we were bound by 
the ſtrongeſt ties; and were happy in being inſtrumental 
to your proſperity and your grandeur, h 


We call upon you, yourſelyes, to witneſs our loyalty and 
attachment tothe common intereſt of the wholeempire. Did 
we not, in the laſt war, add all the ſtrength of this vaſt con- 
tinent to the force which repelled our common W 


id 


9 Why then do the American reprobate the firſt aQt--(the very 
tea act) of the firit year of the ſecond reign of this miniſter I 


Oye ee... 


— 
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and, if you approve of it, deſire you will ſign in our behalf 
the petitions of the ſame tenor, now lodged with, and un- 
der the care of, Richard Jackſon, Efq. in order to be 
prefented, and which we underſtand are authorctatively 
ſigned by more Committees * than any others, though 
we believe the greateſt part, if not all the colonies on the 
continent, have forwarded petitions of this kind, with 
very little variation. We in this province have not been 


fo boiſterous and irregular as ſome others, not becauſe we 


were inſenſible of our diſtreſſes, but becauſe we thought 
the preſent method moſt likely to obtain relief. 


We are, &c, 


The General Con ſs, was compoſed of coolmittoes from 
| ſever legiſlatures in the colonies, 


D . 


The Gemleman who turote the Letter from which the following 
Ertracis are taken, will not, it is hoped, impute to the pub- 
liſher a want of regard to private intercourſes, as they 
have already paſſed through very many hands in America, 


London, July 25, 1774. 


1 HIS being the time of receſs from public buſi- 

neſs, little is ſtirring in the political hemiſphere ; but to 
fhew that your friends are not idle, a pamphlet * is in- 
cloſed, which is now circutating in this kingdom. The 
ſpirit which hath appeared in all America has given much 
uneaſineſs to our wicked miniſters, and 1 conjecture they 
will, by their emiſſaries, try every expedient to bring 
about a diſunion among you, when the Congreſs meets; 
therefore with much circumſpection you ſhould watch 
their motions and take all poflible precaution to defeat their 
attempts. It appears to me the greateſt flake that ever was 


* = : 
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The Appeal, &c. by Almon. 
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Did we not leave our native ſhores, and meet diſeaſes and 
death, to promote the ſucceſs of Britiſh arms in foreign cli- 
mates ? Did you not thank us for our zeal, and even reim- 
burſe us large ſums of money, which, you confeſſed, we 


had advanced beyond our proportion, and far beyond our 
abilities? You did, 


To what cauſes, then, are we to attribute the ſudden 
change of treatment, and that ſyſtem of flavery which 
was prepared for us at the reſtoration of the peace ? 


Before we had recovered from the diſtreſſes which ever 
attend war, an attempt was made to drain this country of 
all its money, by the oppreflive Stamp Act. Paint, glaſs, 
and other commodities, which you would not permit us 
to purchaſe of other nations, were taxed ; nay, although 
no wine is made in any country ſubject to the Britiſh {tate, 
you prohibited our procuring it of foreigners, without 
paying a tax, impoſed by your parliament, on all we im- 
ported. Theſe and many other impoſitions were laid upon 
us 'moſt unjuſtly and unconſtitutionally, for the expreſs 
purpoſe of raiſing a revenue—In order to ſilence complaint, 
it was, indeed, provided, that this revenue ſhould be ex- 
pended in America, for its protection and defence. Theſe 
exactions, however, can receive no juſtification from 2 
pretended neceſſity of protecting and defending us. They 
are laviſhly ſquandered on court favourites, and miniſterial 
dependants, generally avowed enemies to America, and em- 
ploying themſelves, by partial reprefentations, to traduce 
and embroil the Colonies. For the neceſſary ſupport of 
government here, we ever were and ever ſhall be ready to 
provide. And whenever the exigencies of the ſtate may 
require it, we ſhall, as we have heretofore done, chear- 
fully contribute our full proportion of men and money, 
To enforce this unconſtitutional and unjuſt ſcheme: of 
taxation, every fence that the wiſdom of our Britiſh àn- 
ceſtors had carefully erected againſt arbitrary power, has 
been violently thrown down in America, and the ineſti- 
mable right of trial by jury taken away, in cafes that 
touch both life and property. It was ordained, that when- 
ever offences ſhould” be committed in the Colonies againit 
particular Acts impoſing various duties and reſtrictions 


upon 


2 mg — 
ꝛü— — — — — 


— — 


ETD — ETC —— . Tt OTIS — — a 
—— — a 


—— 
— —— 


— 


CE PTE Er: 


.$. 


26 DE FTITE R. 8, De. 


played for, no leſs than, whether the Americans and ilieir 
endleſs generations ſhall enjoy the common rights of mankind, or 
be worſe than eaſtern flaves ! The trial muſt now come to 
i ue, as open war is declared by the Boſton port-bill, the 
other for altering your charter, and icenſing the ſoldiery 
and cuſtom-houſe officers in murder and bloodſhed, and 
above all by the Quebec bill. "Theſe are the fruits of the 
ſeeds that have been ſowing ever ſince 1764, therefore it 
will be neceſſary in forming your bill of rights, to ſpecify 
every oppreſſive 4s 7 Parliament ſince that period, and if this 
is done with manly fierceneſs I have reaſon to think that 
Lord Chatham and his friends will ſupport it, though it is 
by no means prudent to rely over much on any ſupport on 
this fide the water ; your chief confidence muſt be in your 
own virtue, unanimity, ſteadineſs, and reſolution. hen 
your bill of rights is agreed on, the great conſideration 
will be how to get it confirmed here. Was the congreſs 
compoſed of deputies regularly authorized by the aſſemblies of 
each province, it might be proper to have it preſented to 
the King by a deputy as an ambaſſador, from every, colony, 
but as the Congreſs will not be ſo conſtituted your bill will 
not be received through ſuch a medium, therefore ſuppoſe 
it muſt go through the old channel of the agents. But 
this I would have yoù rey on as a thing of abſolute certainty, 
that your bill or petition will not be in the leaſt regarded, unleſs 
you can compel the merchants, — and people of 
England to join you. For this end, I know of no poſſible 
means, but to ftop all commerce with this country, both exports 
and imports, which plan muſt be ſteadily and with the 
ſtricteſt faith adhered to 0 you have obtained redreſs. The 
want of American naval ſtores, particularly pitch, tar, 
and turpentine, would be moſt ſenſibly felt here imme- 
diately, and tobacco alone yields about 500,000 to the re- 
venue, which dificiency it will puzzle the miniſters in the 
extreme to make good. Jour province Will ſurely be wiſe 
enough not to enter into violent meaſures without the flridte/t 
concert with the other colonies, particularly Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, and the Carolinas, becauſe on them chiefly depend 
the whale effect of the American non-extporation. The 
Northern colonies have the Europian markets aimoſt for 
their chief exports, but thoſe colonies have hardly any but 
the Engliſh markets for their chief exports of e. and 


naval ſtores, _— it will require our ęgrraigſt addreſs to 
get them 72 Jain in the non-exportation, as well as non- importa- 
tion, 
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upon trade, the proſecutor might bring his action for the 
penalties in the Courts of Admiralty; by which means 
the ſubject loſt the advantage of being tried by an honeſt 
uninfluenced jury of the vicinage, and was ſubjected to 
the ſad neceſſity of being judged by a ſingle man, a crea- 
ture of the Crown, and according to the courſe of a law 
which exempts the proſecutor from the trouble of proving 
his accuſation, and obliges the defendant either to evince 
his innocence or to ſuffer, To give this new judicator 
the greater importance, and as, if with deſign to — 
falſe accuſers, it is further provided, that the Judge's cer- 
tificate of there having been probable cauſes of ſeizure and 
proſecution, ſhall protect the proſecutor from actions at 
common law for recovery of damages. 


By the courſe of our law, offences committed in ſuch 
of the Britiſh dominions in which courts are eſtabliſhed 
and juſtice duly and regularly adminiſtered, ſhall be there 
tried by a jury of the vicinage, "There the offenders and 
the witnelfes are known, and the degree of credibility to 
be given to their teſtimony, can be aſcertained. 


In all theſe Colonies, juſtice is regularly and impartially 
adminiſtered, and yet by the conſtruction of ſome, and 
the directions of other Acts of Parliament, offenders are 
to be taken by force, together with all ſuch perſons as may 
be pointed out as wala, and carried to England, there 
to be tried in a diſtant land, by a jury of ſtrangers, and 
ſubject to all the diſadvantages that reſult from want of 
friends, want of witneſſes, and want of money, 


When the deſign * of raiſing a revenue from the duties 
impoſed on the importation of tea into America, had in 
great meaſure been rendered abortive by our ceaſing to im- 
port that commodity, a ſcheme was ——_— the Mi- 
niſtry with the Eaſt-India Company, and an a& paſſed 
enabling and encouraging them to tranſport and vend it in 
the Colonies, Aware of the danger of giving ſucceſs to 
this inſidous manceuvre, and of permitting a precedent of 
taxation thus to be eſtabliſhed among us, various methods 
were adoped to elude the ſtroke. The people of Boſton, 


then ruled by a Governor, whom, as well as his predeceſ- 
E 2 ſor, 


* Lord Chatham's adminiſtration. 
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tion, for I am well convinced the latter without the former 
will. not avail, nor indeed will they both do unleſs ſoon put 
into practice: A non-conſumption afjociation would indeed be 
an ffectual guaranty of the other two, I ſee great difficulty 
in the way of the attainment. If you looſe the preſent criſis, 
the new Houſe of Commons will be modled in a year's 
time to the miniſterial mould, and General Carlton wilk 
have forwarded the plan of the Quebee bill, ſo that any 
reſy/tance you can make then will be fruitleſs, Whereas if all 
the commerce is ſoon ſtopped, the intelligence will be 
known over the whole kingdom, in the winter when the 
manufacturer is needy, and we in the heigth of a general 
election, and then will be the beſt time that can be wiſhed, 
for the people at large to convince the candidates to ſerve 
in Parliament of the neceſſity there is to repeal all the late 
wicked acts ; and I think it more than probable, that in 
ſuch an event, it would be made a ſtipulation with the candi- 
dates that they would uſe their utmoſt efforts to obtain a 
total repeal of all the oppreſſrue acts that you complain of. 
You muſt make the merchants feel before they will Air for 
you, as their conduct lately ſufficiently evinces. &c. 


* 
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- for, Sir Francis Bernard, all America conſiders as her 
enemy, were exceedingly embarraſſed. The ſhips, which 
had arrived with the tea, were by his management pre- 
vented from returning.— The duties would have been 
paid; the cargoes landed and expoſed to ſale; a Governot's 
influence would have procured and protected many pur- 
. Chaſers, While the town was ſuſpended by deliberations 
on this important ſubject, the tea was deſtroyed. Even 
ſuppoſing a treſpaſs was thereby committed, and the Pro- 
prietors of the tea entitled to damages.— The Courts of 
Law were open, and Judges appointed by the Crown pre- 
ſided in them.— The Eaſt-India Company however. did 
not think proper to commence any fuits, nor did they 
even demand ſatisfaction either from individuals, or from 
the community in general. The Miniſtry, it ſeems offi- 
ciouſly made the cate their on, and the great council of the 
nation deſcended to intermeddle with a diſpute about private 
property.— Divers papers, letters, and other unauthenti- 
cated ex parte evidence were laid before them; neitherthe 
perſon who deſtroyed the Tea, or the people of Boſton, 
were called upon to anſwer the complaint. The Miniftry 
incenſed by being diſappointed in a favourite ſcheme, 
were determined to recur from the little arts of fineſſe, to 
open force and unmanly violence. The port of Boſton 
was blocked up by a fleet, and an army placed in the 
town. Their trade was to be ſuſpended, and thouſands 
reduced to the neceſſity of gaining ſubſiſtance from charity, 
till they ſhould ſubmit to paſs under the yoke, and conſent 
to become ſlaves, by confeſſing the omnipotence of Par- 
liament, and acquieſcing in whatever diſpoſition they might 
think proper to make of their lives and property. 


Let juſtice and humanity ceaſe to be the boaſt of your 
nation] conſult your hiſtory, examine your records of 
former tranſactions, nay turn to the annals of the many ar- 
bitrary ſtates and kingdoms that ſurround you, and ſhew 
us a fogke inſtance of men being condemned to ſuffer for 
imputed crimes, unheard, unqueſtioned, and without 
even the ſpecious formality of a trial; and that too by 
laws made expreſsly for the purpoſe, and which had no 
exiſtence at the time of the fact eommitted, If it be diffi- 
cult to reconcile theſe proceedings to the genius and tem- 
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per of your laws and conſtitution, the taſk will become 
more arduous when wecall upon our miniſterial enemies ta 
juſtify, not only condemning men untried, and by hearſay, 
but involving the innocent in one common puniſhment 
with the guilty, and for the act of thirty or forty, to bring 
poverty, diſtreſs, and calamity on thirty thouſand ſouls, 
and thoſe not your enemies, but your friends, brethren, 


and fellow- ſubjects. 


It would be ſome conſolation to us, if the catalogue of 
American oppreſſion ended here. It gives us pain to be 
induced to the neceſſity of reminding you, that under the 
confidence repoſed in the faith of government, pledged in 
a royal charter for a Britiſh Sovereign, the fore-fathers of 
the preſent inhabitanrs of the Maſſachuſett's Bay left their 
former habitations, and eſtabliſhed that great, flouriſhing, 
and loyal Colony. Without incurring or being charged 
with a forfciture of their rights, without being heard, 
without being tried, without law, and without juſtice, by 


an Act of Parliament, their charter is deſtroyed, their 
| liberties vialated, their conſtitution and form of govern- 


ment changed: and all this upon no better pretence, than 

becauſe in one of their towns a treſpaſs was committed 

on ſome merchandize, ſaid to belong to one of the Com- 

panies, and becauſe: the Miniſtry were of opinion, that 

ſuch high political regulations were neceſſary to compel 
ue ſubordination and obedience to their mandates. 


Nor are theſe the only capital . under which 
we labour. We might tell of diſſolute, weak and wicked 
Governors having been ſet over us; of Legiſlatures being 
ſuſpended for aſſerting the rights of Britiſh ſubjects—of 
needy. and ignorant dependents on great men, advanced to 
the ſeats of juſtice, and to other places of truſt and impar- 
tance of hard reſtrictions an commerce, and a great 
variety of leſſer evils, the recollection of which is almoſt 
loſt under the weight and preſſure of greater and more 


poignant calamities. 


Now mark the progreſſion of the miniſterial plan for 
enſlaving us. 


Well aware that ſuch hardy attempts to'take our pro- 
perty from us; to depiive us of that valuable right of 


trial 
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trial by jury; to ſeize our perſons, and carry us for trial 
to Great Britain; to blockade our ports; to deſtroy our 
Charters, and change our forms of government, would 
occaſion, and had already occaſioned, great diſcontent in 
all the colonies, which might produce oppoſition to theſe 
meaſures: An act was paſſed to protect, indemnify, and 
ſcreen from puniſhment ſuch as might be guilty even of 
murder, in endeavouring to carry their oppreſhve edicts 
into execution: And by another Act the dominion of Ca- 
nada is. to be ſo extended, modelled, and governed, as 
that by being diſunited from us, detached from our intereſts, 
by civil as well as religious pre udices, that by their num- 
bers daily ſwelling with Catholic emigrants from Europe, 
and by their devotion to Adminiſtration ſo friendly to 
their religion, they might become formidable to us, and 
on occaſion, be fit inſtruments in the hands of power, 
to reduce the ancient free Proteſtant Colonies to the ſame 
ſtate of ſtavery with themſelves. 


"This was evidently the object of the Act: — And in 
this view being extremely dangerous to our liberty and 
quiet, we cannot forbear complaining of it, as hoſtile to 
Britiſh America.—Superadded to theſe conſiderations, we 
cannot help deploring the unhappy condition to which it 
has reduced the many Engliſh ſettlers, who, en- 
couraged by the Royal — Kos promiſing the en- 
joyment of all their rights, have purchaſed eftates in that 
country.—'They are now the ſubjects of an arbitrary go- 
vernment, deprived of tryal by juty, and when impriſoned 
cannot claim the benefit of the habeas corpus act, that 
geat bulwark and palladium of Engliſh liberty: Nor can 
we ſuppreſs our aſtoniſhment, * that a Britiſh Parliament 
ſhould ever conſent to eſtabliſh in that country a religion 
that has deluged your Iſland in blood, and diſperſed impiety, 
bigotry, perſecutian, murder, and rebellion through every part 
F the world. 


© This being a true ſtate of facts, let us beſeech you to 
conſider to what end they lead. 


Admit 


PIES 


— — 


* Was the Roman Catholic * unknown in the prac- 
tice among the Engliſh'colonies till this act paſſed? let Mary- 


JanC--- Virginia---Penſylvania, &c. anſwer---1ts protection was 


3 object of the charter and the proprietor of Mary- 
and, 
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Admit that the Miniſtry, by the powers of Britain, and 
and the aid of our Roman Catholic neighbours, ſhould be 
able to carry the point of taxation, and reduce us te a 
ſtate of perfect humiliation and ſlavery. Such an enter- 
prize would doubtleſs make ſome addition to your national 
debt, which already prefles down your liberties, and fills- 
you with Penſioners and Placemen: We preſume, alſo, 
that your commerce will ſomewhat be diminiſhed. How- 
ever, ſuppoſe you ſhould prove victorious in what con- 
dition will you then be? What advantages or what laurels 
will you reap from ſuch a conqueſt? 


May not a Miniſtry with the fame armies enſlave you—« 
it may be ſaid, you will ceaſe to pay them but remember 
the taxes from America, the wealth, and we may add, the 
men, and particularly the Roman Catholics of this vaſt 
continent will then be in the power of your enemies—nar 
will you have any reaſon to expect, that after making 
ſlaves of us, many among us ſhould refuſe to aſſiſt in re- 
ducing you to the ſame abject ſtate, 


Do ngt treat this as chimerical—Know that in leſs 
than half a century, the quit-rents reſerved to the Crown, 
from the numberleſs grants of this vaſt continent, will 

our large ſtreams of wealth into the royal coffers, and 
if to this be added the power of taxing America at pleaſure, 
the Crown will he rendered independant on you for ſup- 
plies, and will poſſeſs more treaſure than may be neceflary 
to purchaſe the remains of Liberty in your [fland.—In a 
word, take care you do not fall into the pit that is prepar- 
ing for us. 


* „ oe _ a 
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We believe there is yet much virtue, much juſtice, and 
much public ſpirit in the Engliſh nation. To that juſtice 
we now appeal. You have been told that we are ſediti- 
ous, impatient of government, and deſirous of indepen- 
dancy. Be aſſured that theſe are not facts, but calumnies. 
Permit us to be as free as yourſelves, and we ſhall ever 

* eſteem a union with you to be our greateſt glory and our 
greateſt happineſs, we ſhall ever be ready to contribute all 
in our power to the welfare of the Empire—we ſhall con- 
ſider your enemies as our enemies, and your intereſt as 
our own. 

the 
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But if you are determined that your Miniſters ſhall 
wantonly ſport with the rights of mankind—If neither 
the voice of juſtice, the dictates of the law, the principles 
of the conſtitution, or the ſuggeſtions of humanity can 
reſtrain your hands from ſhedding human blood in ſuch an 
impious cauſe, we muſt then tell you, that we never will 
ſubmit to be hewers of wood or drawers of water for any 
miniſtry or nation in the world, 


Place us in the ſame ſituation that we were at the cloſe 
of the laſt war, and our former harmony will be reſtored. 


But leſt the ſame ſupineneſs and the ſame inattention 
to our common intereſt, which you have for ſeveral 
years ſhown, ſhould continue, we think it prudent to an- 
ticipate the conſequences, N 


By the deſtruction of the trade of Boſton, the Miniſtry 
have endeavoured to induce ſubmiſſion to their meaſures. 
The like fate may befall us all, we will endeavour there- 
fore to live without trade, and recur for ſubſiſtence to the 
fertility and bounty of our native ſoil, which will afford 
us all the neceffaries and ſome of the conveniences of life. 
We have ſuſpended our. importation from Great Britain 
and Ireland; and in leſs than a year's time, unleſs our 
grievances ſhould be redreſſed, ſhall diſcontinue our ex- 
ports to thoſe kingdoms and the Weſt-Indies. 


Tt is with the utmoſt regret however, that we find our- 
ſelves compelled by the over-ruling principles of ſe/f-preſer- 
vation, to adopt meaſures detrimental in their conſequences 
to numbers of our fellow ſubjects in Great Britain and 
Ireland. But we hope, that the magnanimity and juſtice 
of the Britiſh Nation will furniſh a Parliament of ſuch 
wiſdom, in dependance on public ſpirit, as may ſave the 
violated rights of the whole empire from the devices of 
wicked Miniſters and evil counſellors, whether in or out 
of office,and thereby reſtore that harmony, friendſhip, and 
fraternal affection between all the inhabitants of his Ma- 

jeſty's kingdoms and territories, ſo ardently wiſhed for by 
every true and honeſt American. 1 
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